





















































U.S. Rocket and Missile Covers had their greatest development within the last twenty years, although
in 1919 Dr, Robert Goddard, U. S. Rocketeer, became widely known for his research on liquid oxygen

and gasoline Rockets, which later formed the basis for liquid fueled Rockets, etc. experiments,
Following experiments with liquid fuel in a captured German V - 2 and the Navy "VIKING", serious post
WW-II tests began in the Navy Engineering Experimental Station in Annapolis under the guidance of Dr,
Godda;d. -- The guided Missile with a liquid Rocket Engine Propellant now became a deterrent weapon!
The Navy Department developed the "LOON" and in 1947 launched a Missile from the U.S.S. CUSK and landed
same at Point Mugu, Califernia. The REGULUS , a later type Navy Missile with nuclear capabilities, did
not become operational until 1954,

Five years later, on May 1st 1959 a REGULUS was launched from the Sea Test Range at the Point Mugu Air
Strip, flew out over the Pacific Ocean for 65 miles before coming back to MUGU, where the mail w.as
recovered from within the missile (139 pieces).Each cover carried a letter signed by Rear Admiral J. P.
Monroe, U.S.N. This mail was the unofficial forerunner of the First Official Missile Mail authorized
by the Post Master General Arthur E. Summerfield. Another REGULUS flew 3000 envelopes from the U.S.S.
BARBERO from International Waters in the Atlantic to the U.S.NAVAL AIR STATION at Mayport, Florida.
According to a signed statement on the back of a F.D. Flag cover, dated July 4th 1960, the U.S. ARMY
flew a Test Missile "WILLOW" on that date 409.4 miles in Honolulu, Hawaii for the 108th CIC Group.

The certification on the letter was by the C.0. of the Group underneath the typewritten statement.

It stated that fortythree (43) covers were flown in this missile....cccovcces

In addition to the D.R.G. flown Luposta 1961 and Gross-Gloeckner in Austria, mentioned on page one,

the D.R.G. dispatched 8200 covers in 30 small Rockets at NEUMARKT - Steiermark in Austria on Jan. 12,
1963 which are very elusive. Another even rarer Rocket cover is the MARIBOR cover from Jugo Slavia

fired on Sept. 18, 1960 of which only 1500 exist. To top all, Switzerland engaged the German Rocket
Constructor Gerhard Zucker and the Postal Authorities let him handle all the details of the so called
First Official BUROPA ROCKET POST which fired 50853 Rocket Covers at BBLLINZONA on November 5th 1961,
By arrangement with the nearby Principality of LIECHTENSTEIN and with the assistance of Ing. K.Bhrich
20993 additional covers were mailed from here, of which a small amount was officially franked mail.

Missiles & Rockets reports that the Societa Trasporti Missilistici of Rome, Italy has successfully
fired a low-cost recoverable Rocket powered by 10+ quarts of water heated to 3330C, Mail was carried,
From a Prench magazine I note that the P.M. General of France intends to fire an official Test Mail
Rocket from Marseille to the Island of Corsica. This day long trip by boat will be reduced to 10 min-
utes flying time, if the Rocket Test is successful, Another report from abroad: The Republic of Lib-
eria in Africa and San Marino in Italy will attempt Rocket Experiments in the near futurese..ocee.c..

P.S. It is a fact that the Austrian Postal Authorities in Graz supported Ing. Schmiedl's experim.ental
Rocket. His V - 7 test on Pebruary 2, 1931 is labeled by Dr. Stephen H. Smith in Billigs Rocket Cata-
log''the First Rocket Mail Bxperiment in the World" --- As stated before, to Cuba goes the honor of
having issued the "First Official Postal Rocket Stamp'" (Scott C 31) for a Rocket Experiment carried
out by Senor Antonio Funes on October 15, 1939 --- The difference between Official Rocket Bxperiments
sanctioned and carried out with the Authority of State Governments and others made as semi-officialones
by private tests and Rocket Organizations, here and abroad, is still a debatable question!

Mr. Hermann W, Sieger in Volume I of his "Raketen Post der ganzen Welt" (Nov.1963) is very definite
about Official Rocket Mail, He applies this label to Rocket Mail as such, when all functions of the
Rocket Mail Delivery have been carried out by the proper Postal Authorities. Therefore he list's only
1. CUBA - Havana 1939, 2. U.S.A. - U.S.S. Barbero - Mayport 1959, 3. JUGO SLAVIA - Maribor 1960,
4/5/6. AUSTRIA - the three tests in 1961, 1962 and 1963, and 7, SWITZERLAND - Bellinzona 1961 ---

In the 2nd part of Vol.I he has listed 30 Tests (incldg. TR 1 & 2) of the D.R.G. (Deutsche Raketen
Gesellschaft) as the most successful Private Experimenter in their Rocket Tests carried out from May
1959 to April 1963. - D.R.G. was recently changed to " Hermann Oberth Gesellschaft!"

CATALOGS: The following catalogs, well illustrated are available POSTFREE to Rocket Collectors.
Sieger's Rocket Catalog (in German) Sect.8 + 9of the German Airmail Catalog which covers the period
from April 1931 (Tiling) to Nov. 1935 (all the Zucker Starts) with a page on V-1 POW

and all Rocket stamps issued for this period. Paper, 19 pages, 1959. -.50
D e World Space Flights. Astronauts, Sputnicks, Rockets, With Tables of Space
Flights, U.S. and Foreign. 74 pages, 1962. Paper cover. -.75
D trieis Volume I of the new World Rocket Mail Catalog. Covering all Official Rocket
Flights and the D.R.G. Experiments. 59 pages, 1963, Paper cover. -.75
Billig's Rocket Mail Catalog by Stephen H. Smith., Specialized Vol. #8. 68 pages, 1955. 3.00
D t o by Dr. Max Kronstein. Das0as #8A.. 25 %y 1958: 1.75
Jal Cooper's India and Sikkim Rocket Mails. A full illustrated page for each experiment
flown by Dr. Stephen H. Smith. 92 pages, 1960. 37D

Short History of Rocketry and all available Price Lists will be sent for 25¢. Deductible.
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| NDIA & SIKKIM>

« IROCKET DISPATCHES

On page one I referred to the fact that
about 45% of all Rocket Experiments were undertaken in India and Sikkim
from 1934 to 1945, The extent of the Bxperiments is indicated by the
Billig catalog devoting 28 pages out of 68 pages, to India, Therefore, in the
small field of Rocket Collecting, India represents the greatest endeavor in
these tests and some of the scarcest Rocket material emanates from India and
Sikkim, Dr, Stephen H. Smith, a native Indian, was the indefatigable pioneer,
DESPATCH, who gave to the Rocket Post collectors the most elusive items in this field.
His experiments in the State of Sikkim, in the foothills of the Himalayan's,
were officially sanctioned by the Maharajah, Sir Tashi Namgyal and in India
by the British Authorities. Smith was the sole experimenter, a dedicated resourceful Engineer, who
outperformed all other Rocket Pioneers of his time, He was a Scientist, interested in Flight Research,
who, unlike many of his prominent competitors, tried diverse propellants and propulsion methods;
such as gas propelled rockets, compressed air projectiles, telescopic rockets, ship to shore and shore
to ship experiments., He was the first to dispatch messages, live stock, food parcels and medicines;
in earthquake and flood disasters for the Red Cross- in Rocket Missiles. -- His so called Rocket Trains
were original. By using a series of rockets to propel a Missile faster and further, he created the
forerunner of the modern Rocket » which, with Booster Rockets, carries a payload into orbit. Over 25
years ago Smith had the idea of the present 2 and 3 stage Rocket Propulsion, Stephen Smith was a stick-
ler for facts and accuracy for data for his flight experiments. Each of the covers for any particular
flight trial were signed by him with his full name. Most of them were stamped with the number of the
Rocket fired and with another number indicating the amount of covers carried in the Rocket,am so account
for each cover by number, i.e. in a flight of 63 covers, they would be numbered in his own handwriting
from 1/63 to 63/63. This is a fact well to remember! - His Rocket Stamps were all personally designed
and his first rocket stamps of India are perhaps the most attractive and colorful Rocket Vignettes known.
They were printed in limited numbers and any mint stamp not used on experimental covers, bears his
initials or his name, Because of these distinctive handwritten marks, no counterfeits of his covers, or
reprints of his stamps, have ever been reported. His Rocket Covers and Stamps are rare, they were held
down to a minimum and only enough were printed to take care of the overall project for a specific
flight, He never commercialized on his experiments! There were no large printings or other attempts to
enrich himself. Proofs of his Rocket Vignettes are among todays rarities.

Devoted sincerely to his scientific hobby, he was a philosopher who embellished his Rockets with seri-
ous advice or funny annotations. Cn his War Rocket "Grog-Nee-Gin' #208, there is a paragraph: "Life is
a Mirror, the good and the bad seen in others, are hazy reflections of our own'". And on the reverse
side of the Boy Scout Rocket '"Dr, H. Radasch, #136, with the red Scout stamp, he admonishes Patrol
Leaders: "Inform all Scouts to beware of White Ants destroying their kit'". Cn the War Rocket "Sub-Sil-
encio #1, with the red and black label, referring to a possible Japanese Invasion, he warns:'"This Pro-
jectile went off with a Pop! It was just a question to the Jap- Hands up or Die!', Another War Rocket
"Joan M. Binns" #264, has the query: "In Aerophilately one is often reminded of the old old story, -
the Fox and the Grapes!- I wonder why?". On the Rocket Train "Herbert E. Barber", which carried among
other things food samples and two mice, he wrote on a Tea Bag "For Mr. and

ore G Hhife. Mrs. Mousie, to sustain them". - For his young friends, Smith prepared souv-
By Rockel. enirs of flights from small pieces of the Rocket covering pasted on cards
— Ll with the stamp used on the flight, with sometimes a little note: "Forlittle

Viloo Cooper, from her Aerophilatelic Uncle Stephen H. Smith". From the

Rocket # 65 two souvenirs are known, made with small feathers from a fowl

carried on this flight and pasted down with the Rocket Stamp. From the Est-

/ / ate of the late Stephem H., Smith, I have had the wrappers from the packages
7’/’L ~;y- of Tea, Cheese and Sugar, all certified as having been carried on the Rocket

{ Train; with stamps and cancellations, These unique pieces now reposein a

Specialized India Rocket Collection, one of the finest andmost

complete., The proud possessor has refused thousands of dollars
for them.

For the Advanced Collectors "WHO HAVE EVERYTHING" and who are now
ready for ASTRO-PHILATELY I suggest that INDIA and SIKKIM Rocket
Dispatches and Rocket Stamps, are nicely adaptable for a TOPICAL
INDIA ROCKET COLLECTION. These Pioneer Rocket covers of 30 years
ago, will give him a new interest in life! In such a limited
field, with only 86 principal items to built on and to assemble,
it will set a new goal for him, which he will be proud to attain.

CORONATION

ROCKETGRAM

Mr. STEPHEN H. SMITH
14, ELLIOTT ROAD
CALCUTTA

[ P, t. o.
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Such a collection may be exibited in important philatelic
Stamp Shows and the owner may rest assured that it will be
the envy of many advanced collector, and: Win a Prize ! -

India is also of great interest to topical collectors of

BOY SCOUT and GIRL SCOUT Rocket material., Smith designed four
stamps in bright colors for the use of Boy Scouts and Girl
Guides activities at the SCOUT JAMBOREE in DELHI, India, in
the Spring of 1937, Only 2000 of the Boy Scout stamps an.d
Bvidduv 1000 of the Girl Guide stamps were printed, There were many
OVER THE RIVER | "DAVID EZBA" special items availablelL Messages of Welcome and of Loyalty,
DAMOODAR. 3. Xo. 08 Railway Time Table, colored Bquipment Lists and Mail and Pro-
LIVESTOCHK. paganda Rockets are among the Worlds most desired collectors
items from the Jamboree. These covers , stamps and other souv-
<:ar_«_ enirs are even more elusive because they were scattered to

L Je 4§ the four winds after the departure of the visiting youngsters

4 .
‘%yzda. S'A%' AS S‘L:.:u‘f in the Scout Troops, to their respective Home Countries all

ROCKETGRAM

BY ROCKET
LIVE STOCK
DESPATCH "~

over the World. Purchase the new INDIA and SIKKIM Rocket Cata-
log and see what you have been missing in Rocket Collecting!
T o A A R R L S

As to increase in value over the years I can tell a little story. In 1945 I purchased over 5000 Pre-
World War II Rocket Dispatches from a European source. There were close to a hundred different from
four continents. They had to be sold and I priced them from $1,10 to $3.75 for the best Austrian Tests!
I put a heading on my Price List to the effect that: " These scarce and interesting Rocket Covers, the
Porerunners of a possible Future type of Air Mail Transport, presented an unusual opportunity for in-
vestment" ! Many bought and many wished they had bought, later on - Mostly Dealers aquired them ......
My friend, the late Geo Ritter, Founder of the ROCKET MAIL SOCIETY, referred to Rocket Dispatches as
"The GOLD MINE SHARES OF PHILATELY". The Rockets I sold in the mid-forties sell now for 15 to 20 times
as much. -- No where in any other field of Philatelic Collecting, are stocks of early cover experiments
and stamps, so scarce, in comparison with the large supplies available in other fields. The ever in-
creasing demand for Rocket covers will make such stocks even harder to find, with values constantly
increasing.Flown Rocket Covers from the Pre-World War II Pioneer Rocket Experiments are very hard to
come by now because of the small number of Rockets carried on such starts. Covers from the later period
after WW-II are in much better supply and with a correspondingly lower Price Structure.BUY ROCKETS NOW!
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oA WANTBD : For Stock!

POINT OF LANDING
FIRST OFFICIAL

if you have a surplus of
these Souvenir Covers as
illustrated on the left
of this page, PLEASE !
mail them to me with Your
best price. Payment by
return Airmail. I also
have special interest for
U.S. Rocket Collections
for CASH, Will appreciate
promising leads.

Always in the market for

Mr, William H, Pcters

PO et A0 : Flown Missile Covers -
Interlachen, ‘1. Need USS BARBERO, MUGU,
WILLOW and DISCOVERER XVII
R W e T b % B e e e
AT A O o WATERS, | DURARIN Capt. Wm., H, Peters, Ret.
OF FLIGHT ONLY TWENTY-TWO MINUTES. INTBRIAG{BN' 32048' Fla.

PHONE: 305-684-5591
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DEVELIP. LulT v ) TEoTLNG Uf o HYDUVGLy Folvaldw UCuwuT

The Reaction tescarch society has recently re-printed a reseal
paper on the Devclopment and Testing of a nydrogen Peroxide :ock.
by David Llliot #nd Lee Rosenthel, This is the first report on !
Reaction itesearch society's project for developing a liguid
propellant sounding rockcet,

The report was honored with ¢n awerd by the waerican docket
ovociety. It describes the design, construction, «nd testing of
the first liquid propellant rocket to be fired by the deit.o. The
report which is twenty-three pages in lenght, contains four draw:
end cherts, ¢nd seven photographs, by Carroll 1, wvans Jre. and
ficherd ochensz,

wince there has becouie wide use of tiais highly concentrated
hydrogen peroxide in space vehicles, The d..leo. Delieves that to
report will be of cxceptionul intwrest to rocket researchers.

The price is ,1.50 post paid, vrdered from the iteaction
Resesrch vociety, f.J. oox 1101, ulendale, California 91209.

Plenned april tocket Launching at the m.T.s.

There are tenstive plens forued to huve a wociety uocket
Launching on the week-e¢nd of opril 24 and 25tn. Tuose meanbers
desiring to fire rockets aust heve their rroject .eport in befor.
hand. This is to 2llow tiwe in which to ucke an inspection and
to permit wmodifications if necessary.

For those non-members who would like to come to the launching.
send a postcard or notify & aember friend so we can list the
expected number to be present in filing for our xocuet siring
feriaiit to the California vtete Fire ..ershal.

~8 this will be the first launchin, of the seszson, lets pitch
in and make it onc of the best ever. oome problems that were
experienced with the rccovery of the &il .lockets c:n be solved
throuzh continued experiumcntotion, ouccess @t this task will
probzbly meke it possible to heve a opecial cnd most unusual
type of iocket iiail Fli_ht sometiine next year,
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